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Welcome onboard your jetXtra.com flight and to the first edition of our inflight 
magazine! Here at jetXtra.com we pride ourselves on being a little bit different, we are 
focused on providing great customer service and believe that value for money is at the 
heart of this. With this in mind, we are committed to our policy of transparent pricing 
by including a free baggage allowance and no extra charges for paying by card. 

Welcome

However like every business and organisation, there are always going to be ways to improve 
and so I welcome your feedback and suggestions on any aspect of our service and hopefully it 
will help to make us even better.

May 2013 saw our first ever passengers take to the skies from Humberside Airport bound for 
Alicante and Majorca, it was a very exciting time for everybody involved to finally see our flights 
take off and we were pleased following a successful first year to commit to Humberside again 
for summer 2014. Plus we have now confirmed new Christmas and New Year flights to Alicante - 
the first winter sun flights available from Humberside Airport! 

This year as you will know our flights are being operated by British Airways and we hope this 
partnership will provide customers the onboard experience we strive for. Later this year we will 
be launching our package holiday website which will allow you to book holidays online with us, 
making it even simpler to get away!

In creating this magazine we have put together a host of articles which we hope you will find 
interesting, from destination guides to give you a few hints and tips on places to visit, a Q&A 
session with our very own Tricia who also works on the ITV series Benidorm, to a Spanish wine 
guide by international wine judge and critic; Colin Harkness.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for choosing jetXtra.com,  with your support we 
hope to be able to offer a more extensive range of destinations in the future, enjoy your flight 
and we look forward to welcoming you onboard again soon!

Daniel Reilly

Founder of jetXtra.com

Keep up to date 
with us online!

Facebook.com/jetxtradotcom

Twitter.com/jetxtra_com

Contributors - specials thanks to:

Colin Harkness - editorial

Tricia Devesa-Rhodes - editorial

Pam Smith - editorial

Kevin Dooley - advertising

For advertising  
opportunities contact: 
media@jetxtra.com



Many of our passengers are jetXtra frequent flyers and as such won’t need reminding 
about the multitude of things to do in the Alicante region. However we are also 
delighted to carry passengers who are visiting Alicante for the first time. So we’ve 
put together a brief guide about a few of the possibilities that are available for 
tourists here in this beautiful part of Spain.

What to do in  
           Alicante

Firstly, don’t forget the city of Alicante 
itself! Many of us view Alicante simply 

as an airport – a place to arrive in order to 
go somewhere else! However Alicante is 
a city full of history and beauty too. The 
Marina, right on the seafront and adjacent 
to a lovely sandy beach, is full of yachts, 
from small speed boats to huge glamorous 
vessels for the fabulously wealthy with 
permanent crew and every mod-con you 
can think of!

There’s a lovely ‘paseo’, promenade, where 
you’ll find a happy mixture of street 
theatre, artisan products, souvenirs and 
many restaurants and bars. Be it day or 
night there’s a buzz here and the grand 
boulevards off, lead you to the shopping 
district of the city to cater for all your retail 
therapy needs!

You will also be able to find the open-top 
tourist bus whose stop is at the end of 
the ‘paseo’ nearest to the beach. This is 
the perfect way to tour of the city with 
commentary in English.
Bird-lovers will be interested to go south 
from Alicante along the coast towards 

Torrevieja where you can find the salt-flats 
which not only supply tons of salt, used 
mostly to grit roads in the UK and the rest 
of Europe, but which are also home to 
many different species of bird.
If you have an interest in Spanish wine 
and would like to sample some and learn 

a little about how it’s made you might 
want to travel slightly inland from Alicante 
and visit Bodegas BOCOPA (see our wine 
article). A phone call beforehand will 
reserve you a short tour of the winery with 
a tasting session to follow. English spoken!

Benidorm
A must visit resort!



Going north from Alicante, and particularly 
if you have children in tow, you’ll find the 
famous and vibrant resort of Benidorm! 
It’s a common myth that Benidorm is full 
of British pubs attracting thousands of 
rowdy Brits, but infact it attracts visitors 
from all over Europe and is an extremely 
family orientated resort with something for 
everybody. Benidorm is a fabulous holiday 
destination for children and adults alike 
with a selection of theme parks, including 
Terra Mitica, just a short journey outside 
Benidorm and definitely a must visit! All 
the thrills of a major theme park are here 
and it’s bound to please the kids! 

Also for parents’ and others’ enjoyment too 
there is Aqualandia Water Park in Benidorm 
as well as Terra Natura Animal Park. Both of 

which are well worth a visit!

A little further up the coast is Altea. It is a 
medium sized town with quaint winding 
streets that have clusters of closely packed 
whitewashed buildings that comfortably 
rub shoulders with each other. Visitors 
shouldn’t be fooled by the laidback 
atmosphere though, as Altea sports a 
thriving nightlife. If days are for soaking up 
the sun on the beach, nights are for good 
food and drink in some of the town’s great 
restaurants and bars. 

Carry on north and you’ll reach Calpe, the 
second largest tourist town on the Costa. 
The main attraction is undoubtedly the 
beautiful blue flag beaches with golden 
sand and crystal clear water. The whole 
resort of Calpe is dominated by the huge 
Peñon de Ifach, an enormous Gibraltar 
like rock which separates the two main 
beach areas of Playa la Fossa and Playa 
Cantal Roig! If you’re feeling adventurous 

then why not have a walk up and you’ll be 
rewarded with some amazing views!

Because it is a bustling town with a fishing 
harbour, many of the local restaurants 
serve fresh seafood directly from the 
harbour as a special treat for locals and 
tourists. There are also a selection of British 
and American establishments which will 
cater for those wanting a more familiar 
taste. The old town of Calpe is definitely 
worth a visit and gives a taste of what it 
was like before the arrival of mass tourism.

Another popular resort is Javea, and it 
really is a three-centre town and as such 
caters for almost everyone. The Arenal 
Beach is wide, crescent-shaped and safe 
with a lifeguard during the season. You’ll 

find many restaurants and bars on the 
front line, including late night clubs for 
the youngsters, and there’s a real holiday 
atmosphere.

Or you may prefer the relative calm of the 
narrow streets of Javea’s old town around 
the Church Square where you’ll find bars 
and restaurants serving authentic Spanish 
dishes, including, of course, many varied 
and super-tasty tapas!

Javea Port is also well worth a visit. The 
pebble beach here is quieter and the 
paseo is lined with both Spanish and 
International restaurants. There’s shopping 
too, and a lovely walk to the Arenal area 
with the Mediterranean adjacent and 
several Chiringuitos, seasonal bars, where 
you can stop for a romantic drink and 
watch the moon rise out of the sea!

Finally, just a little further north the 
picturesque town of Denia really should 
be visited. The atmospheric fish market 
auctions its early morning catch. Later 
the ferries leave for the Balearic Islands. 
There is chic shopping on the tree-lined 
Calle Marques de Campos. The huge beach 
has ample room for everyone including 
those who want to play beach football 
and volleyball using the permanent goals/
nets stationed at intervals. Denia also has 
an impressive Marina with lots of bars and 
restaurants.

Of course these are just some of our 
suggestions, there are many other things 
you might like to do. Wherever you are 
going there will be a Tourist Office nearby 
with English speaking staff who will be 
happy to give you some ideas. We hope 
you enjoy your stay on the Costa Blanca! 
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However, with so many possibilities on Mallorca itself, you may 
wonder, why bother? 

Mallorca has its own language, Mallorquin, whose nearest 
equivalent is Catalan because, in the distant past, the island was 
settled by people from Catalonia. As the island has been a very 
popular destination for British tourists since the 1960s, you’ll find 
that English is quite common too – just in case your Mallorquin isn’t 
quite up to scratch!

We would highly recommend that at some time you visit the City 
of Palma. Unusually, the impressive and beautiful Cathedral is built 
almost at sea level, and easy to find, close to the harbour – it’s a 
must-visit! Also if you really want to experience the pulse of the city 
go to the restaurant and bar areas where you’ll see locals mixing 
with tourists and will probably catch sight of some of the glitterati 
too!

Wide boulevards give way to narrow streets, each with a pleasant 
atmosphere and each is home to all manner of happy surprises. 
There’s also chic shopping in Palma which contributes to the elegant 
feel of the place.

Although the largest of the Balearic Islands, Mallorca is still small 
enough for you to hire a car and visit other parts, away from Palma. 
On the east coast you’ll find the Caves of Drach – a breathtaking 
underground cavern full of stalagmites and stalactites dating back 
millions of years, and also home to the world’s largest subterranean 
lake! Another must-do attraction!

Sóller is an attractive town to visit and the hairpin drive up the 
mountain is beautiful, if a little scary at times! However if you don’t 

Mallorca is the largest of the four beautiful Balearic Islands and whilst your jetXtra 
flight has brought you to its capital, Palma, if you have time, you may also wish to visit 
the other three: Menorca, Ibiza and Formentera - there are ferry connections to each of 
the islands.

Welcome to  

Mallorca Palma
The elegant Capital!



Yes, we’ve all heard of the super wines 
of Rioja which are of course available 

all over Spain and its islands, as well as the 
UK. However, until this article, the wines of 
Mallorca and the Alicante/Valencia region 
have been a quite closely guarded secret. 
The reason – well the locals want to keep 
these top quality wines for themselves!

I may be lynched by said locals for letting 
the cat out of the bag (cork out of the 
bottle?!) but for jetXtra passengers, it’s 
worth the risk! Wines from Alicante/
Valencia and Mallorca rock!

Wines from these areas are often of a 
similarly high quality (and better!) to those 
of the more famous areas of production of 
Spanish wines, and an added advantage 
is that they will invariably be easier on the 
pocket! 

You’ll find wines from the following 
bodegas (wineries) widely available 
in the areas where you are staying, in 
supermarkets and in dedicated wine 
shops. Plus they’ll also be on restaurant 
wine lists – so as I was saying, you’re in the 
right place!

For reds, Tempranillo is perhaps the most 
widely known, followed by Garnacha (aka 

Grenache). But look also for the alluring 
Monastrell indigenous to the Valencia area 
and Manto Negro and Callet on Mallorca. 

For white wines take a tasty voyage of 
discovery through varieties such as: 
Macabeo, Verdil and Moscatel, of which 
there are dry, medium dry and sweet 
versions in the Valencia region; and 
Prensal and Moll on the Balearic Islands.

Choosing wines that have the above 
in their make-up will open the door to 
a whole new, exciting, refreshing and 
sometimes sensual world of different 
aromas and flavours.

You’ll perhaps know that the areas of 
production of Spanish wines are called 
Denominación de Origen (or the far 
easier, DO!) DO Rioja is an example. The 
DO wines to look out for in the jetXtra 
destination areas are, in the Alicante area: 
DO Alicante; DO Valencia; DO Jumilla; DO 
Bullas; DO Almansa; DO Utiel-Requena; 
and DO Manchuela. 

On the islands it’s a little easier with just 
two: DO Binissalem and DO Pla I Llevant. 

Wines coming from these DOs will have 
aroma and taste profiles that you perhaps 

fancy the driving challenge there’s a super 
antique train, which is a delight in itself, 
and takes you there on a very scenic route.

Sóller lies between the sea and the 
mountains in a natural bowl-shaped valley 
full of orange and olive groves. The town is 
full of excellent pastry shops and there are 
many bars, restaurants and cafes.

If it’s an action packed party scene you’re 
after, then look no further than Magaluf! 
The resort has a large fine sandy beach 
with everything from watersports to glass 
bottom boat trips, there are countless 
shops, bars and restaurants located along 
the promenade. Magaluf comes alive in 
the evening and comprises of over 100 
bars and clubs on what is known as ‘the 
strip’. Away from the bars, the resort offers 
a huge array of other activities such as 
go-karting, mini-golf, bowling, bungee-
jumping and not forgetting the water park; 
Aqualand.

If you’re looking for a family day out, 
why not try Alcudia located in the north 
and boasting one of the largest beaches 
on the Island. Although lively, Alcudia is 
not rowdy and there are plenty of bars, 
restaurants and shops to suit all tastes 
and budgets. The warm shallow waters of 
Alcudia Bay make this resort very popular 
with families with young children, and 

the beach has fine, golden sand with a 
wide variety of water sport and other 
facilities available. There is plenty to keep 
entertained with a water park, go-karting 
and more in the local area.

Of course, Mallorca is a part of Spain and 
whilst it has its own customs it also shares 
some of the cultural life of the mainland. 
For example there are many fiestas on the 
island, time-honoured days where the 
locals have time off work to celebrate – 
well just about anything, from religious 

festivals to the grape harvest. It’s what 
Spain does so well! 

You’ll find fiesta days, and of course much 
more information about Mallorca, listed 
in detail at the various Tourist Offices on 
the island. The above are only a few of our 
suggestions, there are plenty more and 
of course you have the opportunity to 
explore! We hope you enjoy your stay on 
Mallorca! 

 Hello  
- and welcome to the 
jetXtra Wine Column!

Although you might not yet 
realise it, if you like Spanish 
wine you’re flying to exactly 
the right place! jetXtra’s two 
destination airports, Alicante 
and Palma Mallorca, are 
perfectly located right in the 
middle of a vinous paradise!
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How many times have you gone off  
for a swim and returned to find your towel 
has blown off?

Well no more – the Sunnymates 
Beach Towel Clip is here!

Beach Towel Clips are a brand new travel 
accessory, specifically designed to keep 
your towel on your sun-lounger. 

The inventor, Pam Smith from Liverpool, 
was on holiday in Spain last year and 
became frustrated that her towel kept 
blowing off the sun-lounger - “Once you 

settle yourself down to relax, you don’t 
want to have to get off the bed to fix your 
towel back into place. Even trying to ‘post’ 
the edges of the towel through the narrow 
slots of the lounger to keep it in place very 
rarely works” Pam commented.

Pam got back to the UK and started to 
look what was on the market to prevent 
this happening on her next holiday – Pam 
went on “I could find nothing that would 
address the problems of the wind blowing 
the towel off the lounger and stopping the 
towel falling behind you, believe it or not, 
there are no products that will solve these 

simple problems.” So Pam started working 
on her own solution and Sunnymates was 
born!

The new ‘must-have travel accessory’ 
manufactured in the UK has been launched 
into the market in time for the summer 
holidays. Pam has also recognised the 
opportunity to use the clips as a vehicle to 
promote brands to holidaymakers.

Sunnymates Beach Towel Clips can be 
ordered online at www.sunnymates.com 
and will also soon be available to order via 
the jetXtra.com website.

haven’t come across before – but I bet 
you’ll want to enjoy them again when you 
return to the UK, and when you holiday 
again in Spain!

There are a number of producers to 
look out for – the largest in the Alicante/
Valencia region is Bodegas Vicente Gandia. 
This winery is living proof that big is 
beautiful and the great advantage here is 
that they are known for their consistent 
value for money. Their top wines, as well 
as those between, are of the standard 
that would merit far higher prices in other 
areas. 

Other producers are Bodegas Bocopa, in 
fact quite close to Alicante Airport. Again 
these wines, some of which are high 
scorers in the Spanish wine guides, are 
well priced and their portfolio includes 
sparkling wine too!

Bodegas Enrique Mendoza is also a name 
to seek out in Alicante. Plus if you’d like to 
taste a little off piste quality then try: the 
Las Reñas range from DO Bullas; Bodegas 
Castaño’s wines from DO Yecla; Bodegas 
Piqueras from DO Almansa; and Bodegas 
L’Ermita and Bodgas Luzon from DO 
Jumilla.

Producers of note on the island in 
Mallorca’s DO Binissalem are: Bodegas 
José Luis Ferrer; Bodegas Macià Batle; and 
Celler Tianna Negre. All of them achieve 
high points in the Wine Guides and they 
all use a combination of indigenous and 
international varieties. You’ll find scented, 
refreshing white wines and young, juicy 
reds through to powerful, full and yet often 
elegant.

On the other side, DO Pla i Levant, you’ll be 
enchanted by the wines of: Bodegas Pere 
Seda; Bodegas Miquel Gelabert; and those 

of the very high scoring Miquel Oliver 
Vinyes I Bodegues. Here they major in 
international grape varieties but you’ll still 
be able to find the local Callet and Manto 
Negro for red wines; as well as a little 
Prensal for whites. Again all styles of wine 
are available.

So, when arriving in the jetXtra destinations 
of Spain you can be confident buying local 

wines – there are plenty to choose from plus, 
they’ll suit everyone’s budget! 

Colin Harkness is an International Wine 
Judge, Critic, Writer and Broadcaster who 
lives in the Alicante Province and tastes 
Spanish wines everyday – he calls it 
‘work’,  tough life, huh?         

Meet Pam and 
wave goodbye 

to sunbed blues!
How many times have you 

settled down on your sunbed, 
leaned forward and when 

you lean back the towel has 
dropped down behind you? 



When did you move to Spain and where did 
you work prior? 

Before moving to Spain I worked at an insurance company.  I 
always wanted to live abroad and dreamed of one day being 
a red coat or holiday rep.  So 11 years ago I sold everything I 
owned and set off to Spain. Since moving here I have been an 
airport rep for most of the large travel companies and it’s been 
great fun! 

 When did you start working on the Benidorm 
TV series?  

The first time I worked on the TV series was in 2011. I 
auditioned on my 39th Birthday. The atmosphere was 
incredible and thousands turned up to audition. 

What’s an average day like on set? 

Well depending where we are filming that day depends on the 
hour that we have to be there.  The earliest start is Morgans 
Tavern (Neptunes Bar).  We have to meet in the reception of the 
Hotel at 6am. Then it’s off to make up before breakfast.  The full 
English and every cereal you can think of is available, we get 
fed 5 times a day! There can be a lot of waiting around but as 
soon as your name is called you have to get on set asap, as it’s 

jetxtra alicante rep and 
‘Benidorm’ cast member!

an early start on the odd occasion you can 
nod off! There are crew milling about the 
place making things, taking things down, 
putting things up -  where ever you look 
there is something happening!  Finally at 
6pm we go home, a long day but I love 
every minute of it.

It must be a fun location to film?
  
We can be in places that are not the best 
but because the crew and cast are so great 
it’s always fun.  On a few occasions we have 
to film somewhere in public like Levante 
beach, we get the odd person wanting to 
be a star and every time we try take the 
scene they will run through or shout out!

Johnny Vegas is obviously back 
for the new series, what it’s like 
working with ‘The Oracle’? 

 Haha I don’t know whether to slap him or 
hug him! He is funny all the time! He’s had 
some bad press but after spending time 
working closely with him I have the utmost 
respect for him, he is a top guy.  When 
you’re filming something over and over 
again it can be a bit frustrating but not 
for Johnny, he makes a joke out of it and 
lightens the mood.

Do you have a favourite 
Benidorm episode? 

My favourite up to now is Series 5 Episode 
7 which is the final episode of that series, 
we all jump into the swimming pool at 
midnight, that was a very unusual shoot 
but it was very emotional! Asa was singing 
Gold and they ran the camera behind us, 
there were naked flame torches so close 
to my head I was afraid that my hair would 
catch fire!

Who is your favourite 
character?  

Of course all of them, but I do have a lot of 
respect for Tim Heeley who plays Leslie, he 
told me that if 8 years ago he saw himself 
wearing women’s clothes he would have 
told you where to go, and here he is now 
doing a sterling job and making us all 
laugh!

Any scenes we should keep an 
eye out for you on?  

If you look closely in the background you 
will spot me somewhere most of the time. 
But my claim to fame comes in the new 
series, I am playing a character called Cathy 
and I am in a competition on episode 3 

with my onset partner Eric. We take on the 
Oracle and Noreen plus Clive and Tiger. 
Cathy and Eric do win the competition but 
unfortunately as things unfold you won’t 
get to see that..! 
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in the most sought after locations across
the East Riding of Yorkshire and Lincolnshire

Our homes are the perfect choice for
those who do not want to compromise
on style, quality and individuality. 

Each home boasts contemporary
living spaces together with the unique
option of altering layouts to design
your very own bespoke interior. 

When you choose Beal Homes we put
you at the centre of the whole design
experience, helping you create the
perfect balance of luxury, practicality
and energy efficiency.

It’s your home, we just help create it.
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